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I interviewed Sruthi Chempati, who has been a Cytometry specialist at Champions Oncology over the past few years. We met physically with him at his working station and the interview took place at his office. I chose to interview Chempati because I am passionate about venturing in that field.  It will significantly help me to get some career information’s relating to biotechnology, and Cytometry in particular.  I was so delighted to meet him because I believe the information he had would help in my career pursuit. So, I arrived very early 20 minutes to time. The interview did not last for long; we only spent about 30 minutes. During the interview, we discussed the background in biotechnology, duties, job and the future anticipations.
Biotechnology
In my quest for career details, I asked Sruthi several questions concerning Cytometry and Biotechnology in details. “Why biotechnology,” this was my first question. Being brief and concise to the point, Sruthi explained that since in his middle and high school levels, biology was the best subject and he liked everything to do with the subject. In an attempt to find some of the answers to the questions he came across while in school and what he anticipated to learn, he majored in Biotechnology. Considering this field was a personal choice, which he had desired for long, and not under any influence. Before Mr. Sruthi became a Cytometry specialist he had considered working for a cancer laboratory since his bachelors. He was not particularly focusing on the flow Cytometry, but he tried to acquire some techniques which would help him to discover and treat cancer.
In his response about considering Biotechnology rather than Engineering, He provided a well-thought answer. Mr. Sruthi effectively illustrated that, according to him, Biotechnology is the same as Biology engineering. The answer really puzzled me, I never expected such a mind triggering from him. He explicitly explained that in his career they extensively use engineering technology in life sciences to perform the work efficiently. Another thing that really made me happy is that he is satisfied with his career and given another alternative he would never change. Instead he would take two careers such as being an entrepreneur, but for now, he seems to have some skills and experience. In his response about Biotechnology background, Mr. Sruthi demonstrated his love for the career and the willingness to concentrate in advancing it to higher levels.
Duties/Experiences
To know Mr. Sruthi competence in his career field, I questioned him about his experiences and some of the roles that he does in a day. He explained that while he was both bachelors and a master’s student, he had been working in laboratories and hospital. By doing so, he was learning some of the skills to use while working. He has been in the biotechnology field for almost years now since he started working. Since he has been in this field for about two years, he as well had some similarities with the prior jobs that he did, although it is not perfectly the same. In his typical working day, some of the duties he does concerning flow Cytometry includes processing samples, staining, operating the flow machine and sample data analyzing.
About working in teams, Mr. Sruth said that he is comfortable working in either a large or a small team. According to him what mattered most is communication, which facilities effective work performance and not the size of the group. The most memorable time for Mr. Sruthi is when the data is presented. He explicitly expressed how relieved he is after the handwork, so when the company presents the data, it is a remarkable moment. At times during his shifts, Mr. Sruthi encoders some difficulties especially in case of poor communication. He told me that, unscheduled work and ineffective communication is inconveniencing. In a situation where some of his working instruments are not working, Mr sruthi explained that he would consider troubleshooting. But if the situation persists, he would liaise with the engineers as soon as possible to have the situation fixed.
Job in General
Having a little knowledge about the career, I asked him how he feels about the work. It is a very good career and he takes his responsibilities seriously, for instance, when helping then cancer patients he takes it as a calling. Apart from taking the flow Cytometry as work just for money, Mr.Struthi feels satisfied by helping others with his knowledge. He said that it took a significant amount of his time to acquire skills so, it is his joy while assisting others. In other words, the career helps him to grow and learn new things.
With that information, I wanted to inquire if there is anything he would change about the work. He said that work and personal life are sometimes conflicting; Sruthi encounters some challenges balancing the two, so he is focusing on how to handle them both. He chose to work at Champions Oncology because the organization offers solutions using PDX models which he really wanted to work with since his early desires. The labs at this place impressed him and he was eager to work with as flow Cytometry in this institution. Before getting into the field of Biotechnology, he said then one should first have an open mind, be responsible, having biology basics and most important laboratory etiquettes.
Future Expectations
I also asked MR. Sruthi about future expectations upon majoring in this field. In his response, Sruthi told me that this course is very important as it will help me to learn, and it is also an opportunity to promote personal career growth. As a whole, Mr.Sruthi considered the field of Biotechnology so important in helping him to have different approaches to a disease. He as well said that flow cytometry is not really the backbone of biotechnology but it is a current technique which plays a significant role in the field. In his opinions, the Biotechnology field is both for men and women; it includes both genders, which contradicted the perception of many people. Additionally, Mr. sruthi felt that before he embarked into the field of research and biotechnology, he would have wished someone to give him a brief idea. He exclaimed that some insights about the field would have enabled him to consider the right major in the field.

The interview was so successful we spent 30 minutes, however so little, I gained a lot. I was a little nervous at first when I met MR. Sruthi, and I never knew how it will end. Because of that, I forgot a few questions which I had intended to ask. Next time, I will have confidence; I will practice the interview with my friend before the actual day. I will as well arrange my points well to avoid confusion and boost my confidence. The entire was fruitful and I was happy to meet Mr. Sruthi, I have plenty of ideas concerning Biotechnology and I now have confidence in my career path.
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